c) The Thermo Fishers Taq Path genetic test for COVID-19 could produce inaccurate results due to
issues with software and equipment used to run the test, according to the US Food and Drug
Administration.
d) Interim analysis of data from phase 3 trials of tradeptant has demonstrated it may hasten clinical
improvement in hospitalized adults with COVID-19 associated pneumonia- results are to be
published soon.
In other health matters, the CDC notes that just published data indicate that vaping has more than
doubled in U.S. high school students in the past 2 years (at a time when decreases are seen in
cigarette, cigars, and smokeless tobacco use). Those under age 17 indicated they most often
borrow vaping products from someone else (while those over 18 purchased them). Use of tobacco
and nicotine products has increased most rapidly among white and Hispanic youth and those who
are lesbian, gay, and bisexual vs. heterosexual. The increased vaping is felt to be due, at least in
part, to flavoring added to vaping and other tobacco products, in addition to advertising and curiosity.
The CDC is urging all physicians to ask their teen and young adult patients about use of vaping and
other tobacco products and to educate them and their families about the significant risks of long-term
tobacco addiction, including substance abuse disorder, hypotension, high resting heart rate, asthma,
and chronic lung disease. I urge you to check out the CDC website for more information on e
cigarettes, vaping and associated lung injury (EVALI) management.
The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices has issued new guidelines for prevention and
control of seasonal influenza with vaccines for the 2020-2021 season. In general, routine
vaccination is recommended for all patients over 6 months of age (without contraindications) and
should occur as soon as possible, but by the end of October for sure. It is felt that influenza
vaccination can help decrease the prevalence of influenza symptoms that might be confused with
COVID-19 as well as prevent outbreaks that could stress the healthcare system more than it already
is.
TOMA continues its regular operations on your behalf. We have begun planning our next annual
convention and CME program in Cool Springs, TN, (which will likely have the traditional live,
situation permitting, as well as virtual formats); we are exploring additional individual periodic CME
programs (perhaps quarterly) in cooperation with LMU-DCOM to increase CME opportunities for
members. DCOM students are active and capable participants on our convention, finance, and
other committees. We are also continuing planning for a celebration of Dr. Ely's presidency, once
circumstances permit, and will provide more information about that to you as plans become more
firm.
I urge you to take extra care to stay healthy and safe. A recent study in The Lancet Public Health
found that health care workers, even with adequate gowns, gloves, and face masks, are still at 3-4x
greater risk of contracting coronavirus compared to the general population- and the risk is even
greater for minority health care providers to test positive. We can, and will, weather these
unprecedented times of uncertainty - data already shows that sustained precautions do result in
decreased cases and less severe infections. All the while, TOMA is working on your behalf
individually as a DO and, collectively, for our profession in concert with the AOA and many other
organizations within and beyond Tennessee.
Fraternally,

Michael Wieting, DO
President

